To whom it may concern.
Bat Survey at Marsh Road, Banks.

On 21st September, 2007 I carried out a survey for bats at Marsh Road, Banks, Southport. Map reference SD400219. The survey was conducted around the periphery of a field containing horses, alongside Shore Farm. This was in response to a request from local residents who are worried about a planning application to build greenhouses on the field.  The greenhouses are massive, will occupy almost all the field and will reach a height of more than 5 metres. 

At present the field is covered by rough tussocky pasture, with a ditch along the south side. It is grazed by horses. Such pasture is relatively uncommon in this area, which is predominantly arable in nature. Rough pasture is known to be a valuable feeding habitat for various species of bats in the UK since horse droppings contain large numbers of insects and all British bats are insectivorous.

The timing of the survey was not ideal since such surveys are better conducted during June-August, since that is the time of year when bats are most active.

The weather for the survey was good – it was a still, mostly clear evening, with some cloud cover. The temperature at 20.00 hours was 14 degrees Centigrade. The survey commenced at 19.30 hours. 

Results.

As soon as the survey commenced two bats were seen and heard (I was using a bat detector which picks up the ultra-sound signals that bats emit) which were probably whiskered bats (Myotis mystacinus). Soon after this another 4 or 5 bats, probably of the same species, were detected. At least 3 other bats, probably Common Pipistrelles 
( Pipistrellus pipistrellus) were detected. A total of at least 10 bats were observed or heard feeding around the periphery of the field. This is a high level of bat activity considering the time of the year and it is thought that this field is an important habitat for foraging bats. Whiskered bats are relatively uncommon in south-west Lancashire and our bat group has only 3 records of the roosts of this species in this area. 
All bats are protected by law under the Wildlife and Countryside act of 1981 and its amendments in 1985. All British species of bats are further covered as European protected species under the Conservation (Natural Habitats, & c) Regulations 1994 and its amendments 2007. 
In my opinion the conversion of this field into a giant greenhouse would have a deleterious effect on the bat populations in this area, since it would deprive them of an area which is rich in foraging opportunities. 
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