NORTH MEOLS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Meeting held on 13th December 2011 

at the Banks Community Centre,  Hoole Lane.

Commenced 19.15  




                                        
          

Concluded 21.45            


Present:
Cllrs.Thomas Blane (Chair)




John Baldock 




Bill Abram




Paul Blane




Pamela Jackson




Steve Douglas


Parish  Clerk 
Rod Sears


In attendance
   1 member of the public.

Public Participation

An item raised by the member of the public was the approved 52-week residency of Riverside and Brooklyn Caravan Parks and any effect this might have on the local community. 

The meeting commenced at  7.20 pm.

145/11 Apologies   were received from Cllr.James O'Hare (sickness), Cllr.Ruth Carrick (sickness), Cllr.Jill Baldock (work commitments), and Cllr.Paul Blane for the initial part of the meeting (business). Their reasons for absence were approved..

146/11 Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.

147/11 Police Report.

There was no police report.

148/11 Minutes of the previous meeting

Min.135/11 After “proposition” insert “Cllr.John Baldock voted against the proposition”.

With this amendment the minutes of the meeting held on 8 November 2011 were agreed as a correct record.

149/11 Clerk’s progress report.

The Clerk reported that all decisions taken at the meeting on 8 November had been implemented and the report was noted.  

It was noted that Groundworks had agreed to fund the replacement sign and relocation of the trees at Hesketh Avenue.

An explanation had been received from WLBC on the workings of the LSP.

150/11 Matters arising from Minutes 148/11 and 149/11.

There were no items under this heading.

151/11 Clerk's report on any urgent decisions taken since the last meeting.

There had been a request from the Village Care Home, via Cllr.John Baldock to remove the street seat located on their land. The seat seemed to be an attraction for youths to congregate

around causing general anti-social behaviour. Members had been notified of this and as there were no objections the Clerk had placed an Order for it to be removed into storage for the time being. The action taken by the Clerk was approved.

152/11 Finance

a) Accounts for payment:-





     

      






      

          £

2984
Eastern Storage 


Equipment Ltd


Grit Bins


      642.06

It was noted that the above account had been paid since the last meeting due to payment being required prior to delivery, and was approved.

The following accounts were passed for payment:-

2985
Hesketh-with-Becconsall



Parish Council


Contribution to meeting costs
      202.27

2986
Dolphins Cleaning

Bus shelter maint (x2)

        90.00

2987
Staples



Stationery


        79.68

2988
E.ON



Electricity, Aveling Drive
          5.50

2989
R.P.Sears


Clerk's Salary


      642.54

2990.
R.P.Sears


Clerk's Allowance (Oct-Dec)
        61.50

2991
HM Revenue & Customs
Nat.Ins/ Income Tax

      202.71

2992
R.Mannering


Wages

      

      184.43

2993
D.Cannon


Wages (Dec)


      454.80

2994
R.P.Sears


Travelling Exs


      121.80

2995
British Gas Business

Gas, Community Centre
      
      165.02

2996
Williamson Engineering

Grass cutting:-






Aveling Drive

£79.20






St.Stephen's

£42.00






Hesketh Avenue
£92.72






Removing seat

£60.00
      273.92

2997
Dolphins


Bus shelter maint.

        45.00

2998
Trinity Mirror North West


& North Wales


Advertisement


        91.44

The following item of income had been received since the last meeting:-   

BACS
Lancashire Constabulary
Lease of Community Centre
      400.00

b)  A Statement showing expenditure to date was noted.


153/11 Parish Council Representation on the Standards Committee

It was noted that there had been an equal number of votes cast for the two leading candidates in the original election. On a further election it was agreed that Cllr.Rosie Evans (Tarleton PC) receive the Council's vote for election to the Standards Committee.

Cllr.Paul Blane entered the meeting during the next item.

154/11 Winter Maintenance

It was noted that 5 additional grit bins had now been delivered and it was agreed that they be sited at the following locations subject to the approval of land-owners: Locations of all grit bins to be advertised on the notice-boards.

a) New Lane Pace/Chapel Lane

b) Station Road (leading to play area)

c) Church Road (outside Pharmacy)

d) Banks Road (adjacent to Parish Council notice-board)

e) Hesketh Avenue (footway leading to Playing Fields)

155/11 WLBC – Moving to a Local Plan for West Lancashire

Correspondence had been received from WLBC stating that the Council was now moving from preparing a Local Development Framework to the preparation of a Local Plan. Comments had been requested on possible Policy Areas for the Local Plan or any additional issues that had not been considered. It was agreed that the Parish Council should submit the following comment:-

“The Parish Council firmly agrees that this is an ideal opportunity to create a policy moving forwards for the next 15 years that sharply steers developers away from flood risk areas”.

156/11 Capital Funding

West Lancs.B.C. had confirmed that it was not possible to transfer funding between schemes due to the scoring criteria. It was therefore agreed that the Borough Council be informed that that the Parish Council did not wish to proceed with the scheme for the Community Centre but would wish to apply for capital funding for 2012/13 in respect of restructuring the car park and replacing the sanded surface of the play area with rubber safety surfacing. Estimates received for these two schemes were £18,500 and £5,000 respectively. It was felt that the former was excessive and a more realistic price would be £10,000. Applications were to be completed and reported at the next meeting. It should be pointed out to the Borough Council that this capital funding for 2011/12 had not been received in the first place so as not to jeopardise future bids.

It was noted that there would be possible funding from the West Lancashire LSP to upgrade the existing CCTV network and cameras across the Borough. It was agreed to arrange a meting with Dave Tilleray (WLBC) to discuss this matter. Cllr.Paul Blane agreed to obtain estimates from “Black Box Security”.

157/11 Maintenance of Grounds Contracts

Expressions of interest had been received from A1 Gardening, Professional Gardening Services, Stephen White, and Williamson Engineering,  It was agreed that tender documents should be sent to all interested parties.

158/11 Environment Agency – Lower Alt with Crossens Pumped Drainage Catchment Flood Risk Management Strategic Plan Consultation

It was noted that the deadline for any responses had been extended until 31 January 2012. It was agreed to delegate the preparation of the response to Cllrs.Paul Blane, Bill Abram, and Pam Jackson, and this response to be submitted via the Clerk..

159/11 Closure of Banks Post Office

Notification had been received from the Post Office that the Banks Post Office had closed temporarily from 28 November. It was agreed to explore possible alternatives for retaining the service in the village, by contacting the Co-op and  any other Parish Councils who were providing this service. 

160/11 Correspondence for Information 

It was noted that the following items of correspondence, for information purposes, had been received since the November meeting and were available for Members to view:-

Sustainable Government – Public Service Update 

LCC – Get Ready for Winter Campaign

West Lancs CVS – Health Network Update

Central Lancs PCT – Lancashire & Cumbria Vascular Review, October 2011 update 

LCC – Winter Service 

Lancashire Best Kept Village Comp – Judges' report 

NHS Central Lancs – Stakeholders' Bulletin, Issue 10 

LALC – 3-tier forums 

Cuadrilla – Cuadrilla Resources 

LCC – West Lancashire Winter Service, Winter leaflets 

Sustainable Government – Public Service Update 

Central Lancs PCT – Update on Lancashire Dementia services and plans for a public consultation 

LCC – Winter Services Information 

Mr.Ryan – Request to place a street seat in Schwartzman Drive.

LCC – Parish Charter 

WLBC – Safer Lancashire Poster Campaign 

West Lancs CVS – Invitation to Health Network Event 

Post Office – Banks Post Office, Branch Temporary Closure.

WLBC (Gill Rowe) – Updated Guidance 

LCC – Managing Unauthorised Encampments on LCC Land and the Highway.

Sustainable Government – Public Service Update 

LCC – Parish Champion's Newsletter (October) 

Douglas Cardiac Trust – Christmas Tree, Tarleton.

Central Lancs PCT – What's the damage – Alcohol Awareness Week 

WLBC – Key Decision Forward Plan, 1 Dec to 31 March 2012 

Central Lancs PCT – Lancashire & Cumbria Vascular Review, November 2011 update 

Sustainable Government – Public Service Update 

Sustainable Government – Public Service Update 

Env.Agency – Extension to consultation to the Lower Alt with Crossens Pumped Drainage Catchment 

LCC – Better Working between LCC and Parish Councils 

Fields in Trust – Queen Elizabeth II Fields for Lancashire.

Env.Agency – Lower Alt with Crossens Catchment, Drop in session,  6 December. 


LCC – Winter Service update 

Sustainable Government – Public Service Update 

Lancashire & South Cumbria Cancer Network – Breast & Bowel Cancer projects in West Lancashire 

Sustainable Government – Public Service Update  

161/11 Councillors' Reports and Items for Future Agenda

Items for future agenda included the possible siting of a commemorative bench, the future of the Post Office, and the United Utilities survey.

162/11 Council Working Groups

Following the election of new Members it was agreed to amend the membership of the working groups as follows:-

Banks Park – Delete ex Cllr.Vickers and Sue Robertson, add Cllr.Douglas.

Queen's Diamond Jubilee – Delete ex Cllr.Vickers, add Cllr.John Baldock.

It was noted that the Chairman is ex officio a member of all working groups.

It was agreed to establish the following working groups:-

Health & Safety – Cllr.Paul Blane with the assistance of any other Member as required. All work regarding health & safety should be carried out in-house.

Finance – Chairman, Cllr.Ruth Carrick, and the Clerk. This group should meet in early January to prepare the budget. The Clerk reminded all Members to submit any proposals for inclusion in the budget as soon as possible.

163/11 Members Representing the Council on Working Groups/Outside Bodies

PACT Panel 

Cllr.Abram reported on the latest meeting held on 7 December. There had been 6 reported crimes in October and 7 reported crimes in November. Priorities were high visibility policing around Chipping Manor Flats and the Nursing Home. The next meeting was scheduled for 

1 February 2012.

Policing Issues (Northern Parishes)

Speeding had again been an issue at the recent meeting, in particular along New Lane Pace.

Both Tarleton and Rufford Parish Councils had now agreed to the funding of a Police car. Hesketh-with-Becconsall P.C. had yet to discuss the matter.

Corporate Planning  

No items.

It was agreed to suspend Standing Orders in order for the remainder of the business to be completed.

Community Centre  

It was agreed to consider the provision of a Christmas tree and external lighting in the budget for 2012/13.

The Chairman stated that he would provide some Christmas lights for this year.

Hesketh Avenue (Banks Park)

The monthly inspection reports for the Skatepark and Play Area were noted. There was a dent at the bottom of the slide which had been present since the time of installation. It doesn't appear to be presenting a hazard or likely to cause any injury to a person using the slide. Regular checks need to be carried out on this particular area for any worsening.

The daily and weekly inspections carried out by the Caretaker would be completed from week commencing  12 December.

Health Issues

In Cllr.O'Hare's absence there was no report. The Chairman stated that he had notified the Medical Centre of Cllr.O'Hare's absence.

Queen's Diamond Jubilee

Cllr.Paul Blane reported on the progress of the Queen's Diamond Jubilee celebrations and the co-operation of the community leaders. The Clerk reported that information received from the Council's Insurers indicated that any separate organisations with floats would need to be covered under their own insurance.

164/11 Update from WLBC

Cllr.John Baldock gave an update on the progress of the Local Plan which had been discussed above under Min.No.155/11.

He reported that the change-over on the waste collection was running smoothly.

Cllr.Paul Blane reported on the on-going discussions with the Environment Agency on the 

Lower Alt with Crossens Catchment. He thanked St.Stephen's Club, the Residents' Association and the Local Conservative Association for their assistance. He would be making further representations on the LCC Task Group in which he was involved.

165/11 Planning

There were no comments to make on the following application:-

2011/1231 Installation of hydroponic growing areas, associated hardstanding and works - Gore Hall Farm, Rydings Lane.

The following planning decisions had been made since the last meeting.

2011/0821/22/24 Retention of polytunnel – Gore Hall Farm, Rydings Lane – pp granted.

2011/0823 Retention of polytunnel, surrounding hardstanding, steel container and water filtration tank – Gore Hall Farm, Rydings Lane – pp granted.

2011/0909 Erection of three-storey detached replacement dwelling – 145 Gravel Lane – pp granted.

The following planning appeal had been decided:-

2010/1059 Erection of 4 semi-detached, 3-bedroom houses on brownfield land with in-curtilage parking and private gardens – Land adjacent to 9 Long Lane – appeal dismissed.

166/11 Date of next meeting.

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 10 January 2012 starting at 19.15 at the Banks Community Centre, Hoole Lane.

