NORTH MEOLS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Meeting held on 1st April 2008 at Banks Leisure Centre.
Commenced 19.15
Concluded 22.00 
Present:
Cllrs. 
Dr.David Vickers (Chair)




John Baldock
Charles Evans

Raj Somaiya

Frank Powell

Frances Shaw

Parish Clerk
Rod Sears

In attendance
9 members of the public plus County Cllr.Malcolm Barron, Sgt.Craig Appleton, and PC Mark Woolston.
Prior to the meeting the Chair welcomed Sgt.Craig Appleton, the Neighbourhood Sergeant with responsibility for the Northern Parishes, who gave an update on crime in this area. He apologised for the absence of Inspector Smith who was unable to attend due to prior commitments. Sgt.Appleton commented on the number of burglaries during the past three months mentioning the steep increase in February. During this period extra officers had been on patrol but unfortunately this level of commitment could not be maintained. He urged all residents to take extra care to maintain security of their homes.  
Members of the public raised issues including the reduction of police presence in the village over the years, the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme, publicity in the press regarding meetings, and speeding vehicles through the village from 6.30 am onwards. 

In answering a query from the Parish Council he stated that PC Woolston’s post is Rural Beat Manager due to the nature of the area. Rural Beat Managers perform the same role as Community Beat Managers.  

There being no other general items from the public the meeting proper commenced at 19.45.

52/08 Apologies were received from Cllrs.James O’Hare (unwell), and Joan Draper (personal).

53/08 Declarations of interest

Following his co-option to the Council Cllr.Morgan declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the planning application relating to Glebe Lane. 
54/08 Co-option to Parish Council

Following an interview it was agreed that Mr.Gwyn Morgan be co-opted to serve on the Parish Council as a replacement for Jill Baldock. He duly signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 

55/08 Minutes of the previous meeting.

The minutes of the meeting held on 4 March 2008 were agreed as a correct record.

56/08 Clerk’s progress report.

The Clerk reported that all decisions taken at the meeting of 4 March had now been implemented.

The two notice-boards for the Crossens Ward were now in position. 

He had been able to contact the owner of No.42 Hoole Lane regarding the bus shelter and he was currently considering the situation.

The work on the path at Hesketh Avenue was almost complete. A further supply of material had been ordered. 
Notification had been received from WLDC that the Council had been successful in its applications for capital funding. 
57/08 Matters arising from Minutes 55/08 and 56/08

There were no matters arising which were not included elsewhere on the agenda. 
58/08 Clerk’s report on any urgent decisions taken since the last meeting. 

There had been further damage to the pavilion roof at Aveling Drive. It was not clear whether this was due to vandalism or storm damage. An Order had been given to Rimmer’s for the repairs.

59/08 Finance

a) The following accounts were passed for payment:-










      
    £

DD
Public Works Loan Board
Loan repayments:






Community Leisure Centre
          2327.52






Link-in Centre


          3204.69

2383
Clerk



Wages




466.88

2384
Inland Revenue


Nat.Ins/Income Tax


156.92

2385
R.Mannering


Wages




167.44

2386
West Lancs.Community


Leisure Ltd


Meeting Room



  16.50

2387
West Lancs.Community


Leisure Ltd
*

Meeting Room



  11.00

2388
United Utilities Water plc *
Water charges – Aveling Drive

  44.14

2389
United Utilities Water plc
Wastewater services –






Hesketh Avenue


  96.83

2390
WLDC



Rates – Aveling Drive


981.75

2391
R.P.Sears


Contribution to SLCC






Subscription



  72.50

2392
E-ON



Aveling Drive



127.82

2393
Williamson Engineering *
Notice-boards

£188.00






Grass cutting contract:






Aveling Drive

£136.23






Hesketh Avenue
£223.24






St.Stephen’s

£105.92

653.39

2394
R.P.Sears
*

Postage (Feb-Mar)


  20.46

2395
R.P.Sears
*

Petty Cash



  45.06

2396
R.P.Sears
*

Petty Cash



    5.50

2397
Dolphins


Bus shelter maint.


  45.00

The following item of income had been received since the last meeting:-











      £

  439
Tarleton Parish Council

Photocopying services


  14.13

*
denotes 2007/08 accounts

It was noted that the Clerk had transferred £10,000 from the Council’s Savings account to the Current account
 in order to meet the payments due this month. 


      

The Clerk reported on a meeting which had taken place the previous evening at the Link-in Centre between Roger Haydock (Architect), and Cllr.Draper regarding the final account from Tomlinson Bros.(£3181.05). It had been suggested by the Architect that £500 be withheld from the account to complete remedial work. This recommendation was accepted by the Council and it was agreed that the Clerk contact the architect before making any payment. The Clerk was given authorisation to make the necessary payment prior to the next meeting. 

b) A statement showing expenditure to date was noted.

60/08 Standing Orders

No written amendments had been received from Cllr.Draper. It was therefore agreed that the draft Standing orders as circulated at the March meeting be adopted. 
61/08 North Meols Community Partnership

It was noted that the Clerk had written to the North Meols Community Partnership following the receipt of an unsigned letter. No response had yet been received and this item was deferred until the next meeting.  
62/08 Skipton – East Lancashire Rail Action Partnership

It was agreed to support the campaign organised by the Skipton – East Lancashire Rail Action Partnership to re-open the Colne to Skipton railway. 

63/08 Speed Indicator Display

It was agreed that the Council should purchase a special ladder to enable the mounting and dismounting of the SpID at an estimated cost of £150. When not in use the ladder would be used by the Lancashire Fire & Rescue Service (Tarleton Fire Station). It was agreed that if Tarleton Parish Council decided at some future date to invest in a SpID that they be asked to contribute towards the cost of the ladder on a joint use basis.
64/08 Northern Parishes Relief Road

Standing Orders were suspended to allow County Councillor Malcolm Barron to give a presentation to the Council on proposals for the Green Lane Link Road. He outlined the reasons for the proposals as being to divert HGV’s away from the villages and to prevent further damage to the moss roads. LCC officers and Cllr.Tony Martin were in agreement that this road was necessary, the current estimated cost being £2M. The County Council would be looking to see how much money could be raised from various sources. Cllr.Barron stated that he would be approaching the growers, hauliers, and local businesses, and requested that the local Parish Councils could also consider making a contribution. 
Members of the public were allowed to voice their opinions on these proposals. Although most comments were in favour of the proposals it was considered that any weight restrictions imposed through the village should not be to the detriment of local businesses. 
The meeting was reconvened and it was agreed in principle that the Parish Council sets aside £50,000 on the budget for 2009/10 as a contribution to the Green Lane Link. This expenditure could be financed by a 25-year loan from the Public Works Loan Board at an estimated cost of £4500 per annum depending on interest rates at the time. This would be subject to a comprehensive residents’ consultation as proposed by Cllr.Baldock, and also subject to the Council having the powers to spend money on such a project. The Clerk was currently seeking advice on this. 
65/08 Corporate Plan Committee

It was agreed that the Corporate Plan Committee be given delegated powers to co-opt members of the public according to their particular skills. 
66/08 Proposed Neighbourhood Police Office
It was noted that correspondence had been received from the Lancashire Constabulary enclosing a Licence which could act as a formal agreement for a proposed Neighbourhood Police Office operating from the Link-in Centre. It was agreed that as the Council did not currently have control of the building this item be deferred until the June meeting to allow time for discussion on the future use of the Centre. 
67/08 St.Stephen’s Churchyard

It had been confirmed that the second section of the churchyard would be closing and the Parish Council be asked to take over the maintenance. There seemed to be conflicting views on whether the District Council was obliged to take on this responsibility if the Parish Council
refused. Correspondence from the District Council stated that a local authority may choose to assist in the maintenance of a churchyard, but this was a voluntary decision and not a duty. An article by Paul Clayden of the Local Councils Advisory service stated that if a Parish Council prefers that the responsibility for maintenance should fall upon the District Council, the latter is then obliged to take over the maintenance. 
In the circumstances it was agreed that the Parish Council did not want the responsibility and should therefore give notice in writing to the District Council and the parochial church council to that effect.

68/08 Council’s Risk Assessment

It was agreed that the draft revised Risk Assessment be adopted. This had been revised due to the Council terminating its membership of LAPTC. It was agreed that the caretaker should complete weekly inspection sheets for the children’s play area. 

69/08 Parish Council Representation on Standards Committee

It was reported that the following nominations had been received by the District Council for Parish Council representation on the Standards Committee:-

Brian Bailey (Burscough)

Andrew Cheetham (Tarleton)

Michael Hammond (Parbold)

Chris Jones (Hesketh-with-Becconsall)

David Kitson (Aughton)

Raj Somaiya (North Meols)

On a secret ballot it was agreed that the Council would vote for Cllrs.Cheetham, Jones, and Somaiya. 

70/08 Correspondence for Information

It was noted that the following items of correspondence, for information purposes, had been received since the February meeting and were available for Members to view:-

CVS – Annual Report 2007

Audit Commission – Appointment of external auditor.

Sefton Council – Draft Supplementary Planning Documents.

LCC – Parish Charter, Seminar 12 April.

LCC – Proposed ‘Local List’ to Validate Planning Applications submitted to LCC.

WLDC – Climate Change Education Update (Schools).

North Meols Archers – Dates for required use.

LAPTC:
Lancashire Leaders CiLCA Mentoring Course.



Follow up action, AGM 2007 – Issues of Concern.

 

LCC Charter Development – Survey of Training Needs.

LAPTC Conference 2007 – Discussion summary, Regional Planning Workshop.

Galloways Society for the Blind – Cross Morecambe Bay Walk.

WLDC – Parish Council representatives on Standards Committee.

WLDC – Street Naming & Numbering, transfer into the Planning Policy Section. 

Lancashire Fire & Rescue Service – Integrated Risk Management Action Plan 2008/09 – Consultation Outcomes. 

WLDC/LCC – Lancashire Local meeting, 12 March.

Road Issues Focus Group – LA 21 meeting, 26 March. 

WLDC – New Website. 

LAPTC:
Buckingham Palace Garden Party 2008.



Consultation on Sustainable Communities Act 2007.



Website services from the Local Channel. 

Audit Commission – Appointment of external auditor.

Alan Aspinall – Banks Piv Posse.

BDO Stoy Hayward – Local Council Briefing – Spring 2008.

North West Regional Assembly – The North West Plan (RSS) Partial Review.

LCC - Temporary TRO – Rydings Lane.

Lancashire Playing Fields association – Newsletter (Winter 2007-08)

WLDC – Report of the Parish Remuneration Panel on Members’ Allowances. 

West Lancs.Env.Network – Minutes of meeting, 6 March.

Standards Board for England – Town & Parish Standard, March 2008.

Govt.Office for the North West – Draft North West Spatial Strategy (RSS) – Proposed Changes Published for Consultation. 

71/08 Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda

Cllr.Powell requested an item to propose a contribution to the “Gurkha Welfare Trust” to aid their campaign for better benefits for their veteran soldiers. 
72/08 Members representing the Council on outside bodies

There was no report from the PACT Panel.

Cllr.Somaiya reported on the recent Road Issues Focus Group, of which he was now the Vice-Chair. Agenda items included traffic flow in Ormskirk Town centre, the quality of maintenance and repairs by Public Utilities, and Skelmersdale Town centre. The Chair requested that Cllr.Somaiya ensures that the moss roads are kept on the agenda as a high priority. Cllr.Baldock suggested that flashing lights be installed at the junction of New Lane Pace and Marsh Road to highlight the bend.
73/08 District Councillors’ Update

The Chair reported on a Cabinet agenda item “West Lancashire Inspire Project – Town & Village Centre Enhancements Action Plan”. This report included an item for reconstructing the footway at the junction of Church Road and Hoole Lane for £47,100. There had apparently been no consultation with the Parish Council or the District Councillors on this matter and the Chair had asked Cllr.Ian Grant to see whether this money if approved could be used elsewhere in the village. 
74/08 Planning

There were no comments to make on the following applications:-

2007/1355 Change of use to hand car wash and valet centre – Former Brickfield Garage, Southport New Road. 

2008/0095 Change of use of land to permit siting of 20 additional static holiday caravans to replace touring caravans – Brooklyn Caravan Park, Gravel Lane.

2008/0116 First floor extension – 71 New Lane, Crossens.

2008/0117 Replacement agricultural storage barn – Holly Farm, New Lane, Crossens. (Cllr.Baldock requested details of the plans).

2007/1354 Use of existing barn as stables and store, retention of riding arena including screen fencing, retention and completion of viewing platform and ramp, provision of car parking and landscaping – Land adjacent and North West of Mosslands, Long Lane. 

2005/1258 (Amendment) retention of new shop front; insertion of extractor unit on rear elevation and retention of external staircase – 30-32 Hoole Lane. 

The following planning decisions had been made since the last meeting:-

2007/0846 Certificate of Lawfulness – Use of land and buildings for vehicular repair business, car sales and parts – Brookfield’s Farm, New Lane Pace – granted. 

2007/1462 Two-storey rear extension. Conservatory to side – 32 Vicarage Lane – pp granted.

2007/1493 Retention of replacement detached garage – 4 Leyland Close – pp granted. 

2007/0309 Erection of 18 affordable dwellings in three terraced blocks; new vehicular and pedestrian access; parking provision and raising of site levels – 22 Glebe Lane. Standing orders were suspended to allow members of the public to speak on this item. Cllr.Baldock reported that at the Planning Committee an amendment to refuse planning permission was defeated, and therefore the decision to grant planning permission was delegated to the Planning Officer in consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, subject to the applicant entering into an agreement under section 106. No official decision had yet been received from the District Council. 
It was considered that this application had not been handled properly and the District Council’s own policies had been ignored. It was possible that the Council could take out an injunction against the District Council, and it was suggested that assistance be sought from Planning Aid.

The meeting was reconvened and it was agreed that a letter be sent to the Chief Executive of the District Council, with copies to Defra and the Environment Agency, outlining our concerns.
75/08 Date of next meeting.

The Annual Parish Meeting (Annual Assembly) will be held on Tuesday 6th May 2008 starting at 19.15, at Banks Leisure Centre. This will be followed by the Parish Council meeting, incorporating the Annual General Meeting.

76/08 Exclusion of press and public.

It was agreed that members of the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following item of business in accordance with Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 on the grounds that in involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act as, in all the circumstances of the case the public interest in maintaining the exemption under Schedule 12A outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information (employment issues). 

PART II

(Private & Confidential)
77/08 Clerk’s Contracted Hours






It was agreed that due to increased legislation for this year affecting the work of Parish Councils the Clerk’s contracted hours be increased from 11.3 to 14 hours per week. This had already been allowed for in the 2008/09 budget. 
